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Client Education

Dental Prophylaxis

This procedure removes tartar buildup and plaque from the teeth.  This tartar buildup is bacteria that can cause local infection as well as spread throughout the body.  As shown in the pictures below, dental disease causes bad breath, can be painful, and also affects your pet’s vital organs.
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After a physical exam by the doctor, a small blood sample is taken to run pre-anesthetic lab tests.  These results give the doctor a look at the health of your pet’s vital organs and helps ensure your pet is healthy enough to undergo an anesthetic procedure.  A copy of the results will be given to you at your pet’s discharge appointment.  A small area on the front leg is shaved where an IV catheter is placed.  IV fluids are administered during the dental procedure to keep your pet hydrated & stabilize blood pressure (the amount of oxygen in the blood), body core temperature and to help flush the anesthesia out of the system after the procedure.  An antibiotic injection is given to help prevent any infection.  Depending on the condition of your pet’s mouth, extractions and/or additional medications may be necessary.

The complete dental prophy includes the following steps:

1. Complete physical examination (Temperature, pulse, respiration, anesthetic risk assessment)

2. Pre-anesthetic bloodwork – if not previously done in the past 8 weeks

3. Doctor reviews pre-anesthetic lab test results & prepares a treatment & anesthetic plan

4. Pre-anesthetic medication is given, catheter is placed & fluid therapy begins

5. Anesthetize patient, place on dental table equipped with a warming blanket

6. Connect monitoring equipment

7. Remove calculus                                                                                                                                    
8. Scale teeth

9. Polish teeth 

10. Assess each tooth and perform extractions if necessary
11. Discontinue anesthesia and continue monitoring until patient is stable

12. Call you to inform them about how the procedure went
13. Prepare homecare instructions to be given to you at discharge 
The final step in good oral health is a home dental care program.  We will send you with a dental home care kit and plan to help prevent tartar buildup in the future and prolong your pet’s next required dental prophylaxis.  With each physical exam in the future, we will continue to check your pet’s teeth, grade them, and monitor their health.  If you have any problems with your home dental program please call us.  

Lungs


Bacteria infecting the lungs may cause bronchial or other respiratory infections.





Liver


Bacteria entering the liver may result in a variety of liver disorders.





Brain


Occasionally, bacteria will cross the blood-brain barrier & may cause damage.





Mouth


Periodontal disease can


lead to bad breath as well as pain, abscesses,


destruction of the gums, and missing teeth.





Kidneys


Periodontal disease may affect the kidneys by contributing bacteria that cause kidney infection & damage.





Heart


Periodontal diseases may result in inflammation & damage to the heart.





Dental Facts:


An astounding 80% of dogs & 70% of cats show signs of oral disease by age 3, according to the American Veterinary Dental Society.


Periodontal disease is a common problem in dogs, particularly smaller breeds.


Oral disease begins with a buildup of bacteria in the pet’s mouth.


Bacteria, combined with saliva & food debris between the tooth and gum, can cause plaque formulations that accumulate on the tooth.  As bacteria grow in the plaque & as calcium salts are deposited plaque turns to tartar.


Without proper preventive or therapeutic care, plaque and tartar buildup leads to periodontal disease, which affects the tissues and structures supporting the teeth. Left untreated, periodontal disease can cause oral pain, dysfunction, tooth loss and systemic complications.








Call to schedule your pet’s dental within 30 days of a Doctor recommending it and receive a $35 discount on the procedure!

